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November 22, 2010

We demand that UPA government MUST

1. NOT pass the proposed Land Acquisition (Amendment) Bill and Resettlement and Rehabilitation Bill in their current form in the Parliament. UPA attempted this towards the end of the 14th Lok Sabha and also on the last day of the Monsoon Session in extremely secretive manner without any debate and adequate prior information. We oppose all such undemocratic, attempts legislative or otherwise. 

2. STOP: 

a) Forcible acquisition and eviction of people from land, water, forests, rivers and seashores or for aquatic wealth and minerals.

b) Displacing people from habitats, rural and urban, without prior alternative and acceptable rehabilitation, with their consent. 

3. REPEAL Land Acquisition Act and ENACT a Comprehensive National Legislation on Development Planning inclusive of just and fair, livelihood-based rehabilitation of the minimally affected people and enunciating the principle of least displacement, just rehabilitation and a decentralized development planning based on Article 243 of the Constitution, PESA 1996 and Forest Rights Act, 2006. Incorporate the progressive elements of the Standing Committee on Rural Development (2007-08) 

4. ENSURE that the urban poor who are unprotected workers receive their due right to land and shelter, related to livelihood bases, with strict ceiling on urban lands and STOP displacement and rehabilitation through a nexus of builders-politicians-bureaucrats.  Promote self-reliant, affordable housing through the State and co-operatives for the needy population. 

5. IMPLEMENT:

a) PESA Act, 1996, scrupulously following the principle of free, prior and informed consent of the adivasi communities and extend it to all other Gram Sabhas before any development Plan or Project, whether public or private is planned and finalized, involving use and change in use of the resources within the domain of a community. 

b) Forest Rights Act, 2006 in all forest areas of the country and any change in the land use in any forest area and any land acquisition be subject to settlement of claims and entitlements under Forest Rights Act. 

6. ISSUE a White Paper on all the land acquisition, displacement caused and rehabilitation completed since independence. The White Paper must also make public the extent of land utilized, unutilized and land acquired for public purpose but remains occupied by sick and non-functional industries and other infrastructure projects. 

7. MAKE PUBLIC all the details and documents of each and every project, its impact on people and natural resources, as livelihoods and the benefits vis-à-vis costs under Section 4 of the Right to Information Act, which has remained mostly unimplemented, till date. 

8. DISCLOSE details of all the MoUs signed by the Government of India and the state Governments with different private and public corporations, companies and others, which have land acquisition requirements and hold public dialogue - especially with affected people.

9. ENSURE that minimum and just rehabilitation for all project-affected people in all sectors should be declared as National Policy, leaving scope for finalization by the communities as their right to planning as per the Development Planning Act. 
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